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2009 English Recitation Contest
Ben Barnes

The entire first year class filled the auditorium this last Thursday with excitement
and anticipation to watch this year's English Recitation Contest Grand Final. What
started as a competition amongst the entire grade of 240 students was quickly cut down to
12 finalists all fighting for the top spot in the class. In the end, not three, but four
students were awarded prizes. The battle was so close the judges had a tie in the third
place bracket!

It was Terada Satoko who topped the list with her amazing speech. Terada was last
in the order of the competition, having to watch all 11 of her classmates give their speech
before her. However, it did not discourage her, and she blew the judges away with an
almost perfect score. Even Severn Suzuki herself would have been shocked!
Following closely behind her was Nibutani Yumi, who had been dominant since the early
rounds of the competition and was one of the favorites going into the final. Third place
was shared by Fujioka Mai and Kenmotsu Toya. Fujioka was another strong favorite
going into Thursday's contest with her clear pronunciation and powerful emotions.
Kenmotsu may have took third, but was first among the boys of the class, surprising
many people in a competition that is usually dominated by girls. His strong voice and
presence carried him all the way through to the end.

Not only the finalists but the entire first year class really impressed this year's
judges. Over one month ago they all began the class semifinals. Again this year
students were asked to recite Severn Suzuki's famous speech "You Can Change the
World." Right from the get go several students seemed determined to make it to the
finals and have a taste of glory. The early rounds were filled with lots of emotion and as
students got closer to the finals the more they grew. A handful of students showed a lot
of heart and after their speeches let out tears of joy for giving it their best shot. Let's
hope next years competition can bring the same level of excitement and skill that this
year's did.
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